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1 | Newbery, Janb7. 9b.” © 

*For Mr. S. Miniſter of the Goſpel in Oxferd. 

Rever end | Sir, 4 Henk 46 1e Wor 1, OS 

"Had a Letter laſt Week by the DireGion of the Com- 
mittee of Miniſters and Gentlemen, appointed at 
for ſetling a Correſpondence of the Proteſtant 
Diſſeming Miniſters and Congregations bout this 
Kingdom ; for the Advancement of the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion, and Reformation of Manners ; with the Articles there 
reed up in order thereunto ; and 1 deſire you, Commu- 


nicate them ſpeedily to the Brethren m theſe Parts: And 
if poſſible, a General Meeting muſt be bad this Summer in 
London 


Purſuant thereunto, it is defured that you would not 
fail to come yoar-ſelf, — with you one Prudent 
Perſon of your Congregation, Choſen for & End, accord- 
ing to the Method reſolved on at London, to meet ſeve- 
ral of the Brethren, and the Members of their reſpefive 
Congregation) here at Newbery, on Wedneſday the 22 
Inſtant, to conſider of the ſaid Propoſals ;. which ſhall be 
laid before you, and the proper Method to Atta ſo de- 
frrable an End. 


Tow 


(4) 
You are deſired to be bere on » Wedee mn the Evening 


that we ma gms a» our a4 y Mornng, 
Reſabving G, *4 me in Prayer be- 
ore ye W. .. I am , 


+ 
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"SIR, | 
N che. Receipe of yours, I laboured co get the 
| lt Ao of that Proje; which in a 
* Circular Lever, directed co another of your: Name, 
fell by Chance into-your, Hands ;, Bur by all the [n- 
tereſt I can make wich har ſort of Men, I find, jr 
impoſſible for me to penetrate into the Boctom of 
thy, Coptriuoner ;.or inform. my ſelf from what 


pring it had its Riſe; and cherefore muſt be Con- 
eh. with. the Light your Paper gives me of jc'; 
only.L muſt, confeſs, that whatever may be hereafcer 

Attempted, I am of Opinion, that ar preſent ic is 
| but in Propofuren and Deſign. | 
ps zo | DeeEnted " this Brevity a ha Fn 

nquirysr 1. will be more large in ſhewing che | 
Tiny of thei. Model And to this End, L will, as-a 
Foundation of what I have to fay, ſer down the 
Projef# ; and give my Reaſons why I judge is to be 
a, Item To them to Ripen it into 48. 
'7 ject, if I cake you right, is 8s follows : 
1, There-ave tbe Leſſer Meetings ot their Mini- 
ſters; and one or two Lay-Elders of every Ge 
gation within a certain D:ftri& every Three Months : 
That is (as [ underſtand it, and I think with good 
Reaſon) there muſt be Claſſical Aſſemblies every three 

B 


Months. 2. Theſe 
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2, Theſe Leſſer Aſlemblies, or Claſſes, are to 
chooſe one Miniſter, = ſcreet Per 
or Lay-Elders of cheir Number, to manage 2 
reſpondence either wich the Larger Mectifigs 1n the 
Country, of the General Aſſembly in Londos. 
"he there be an Union _—_— 
Cliſfjes it one Latter Meeting once every onths, 
ade Miniſters nd Lay-Elders of the fad Cruſe 
ſhall meet, che in Perſon, ot by their Repreſante- 
tives, called by 'em De 

That this Aﬀert) jy do Appoint One Perſat to 
rmvage the Cotreſ] (Le) «1 ve, & 
Preſet ; Who in nckney of chis ein, Tan, 
&* ith Confubtion with \ wikis 
bed 5 mer Committet in London, to 
ſpondence for the better Ot n Nx wry 

5. The Larger or Provincial 2ffanblies fall fd 
one Miniſter, and ohe Lay-Fifer as their 
to # General Mecting ro be Held onet Yeat it Low 
4m, or oftner if Occaſion | not the Kibg ) requireth 
it. 

6. That theſe Delegates bring with them Teſti- 
monials of their Delegations, 

4. That che Miniſters do Fete! arid 
faithfully relace —_—— and _— m- 
bhes che State of their Congregations re 

8. That the whole 2K ifito a wars and 
Recorded i in a Regiſter 
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This is I think, « true and impartial Account of 
their Naw: Madel, which is no fnore nor els than 
4 Nattinel Chur wanting nothing that is Ef- 
ſendial checeunco ;For s. The is the ferrlement 
of Matters Eccleltaſtical, according to their own 
Methods and Rules. 2. They have Ordained that there 
be Beclefraſtical, \Provincial, and National Aſſemblies, 
anfwerable roche Dicceſav, Provincial, and Nations! 
Comwegtions. + ney ah is hy te 1 Go 
moſt Parts of the Kingd A every ane 
that will fabqur ercochem > brrmr Nees Gran 
Church can do. ducing of Penal Laws. 


c appointed lies, rovincial 
Tet: Win Writ of 


bog Fe) on Rules for | OG! 
- r—_— and ſcnd 


arringGritP *ower, Sno boy che For- 
melicy of « Lew to give totheir General "on 
———_ br ferans Dor Breguet 

Of Farvycation, ex ymey arr Con- 


The next thing of which I'll give you a View, is 
the the Peony ww the Wegality of this National- 
ng te Mg cf it into LG, 


or — 
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(8) 
Firſt then, it's well known to the Learned in our 
Laws, Ther norerof his Majeſty 'Liege People :0f 
what. degomicigtion ſoever may. Aſſemble co Bmirear 
of Matters Ecele rw for the Reformationof Marn- 
ners, as in the Caſe before us, unleſs called by the Kitg's 
Writ; nor may [they : without the Royal Lſſent en- 
rreatiof, on make/any Conflitutions, \Rates,\or Cannons 
by what Nome or Neves (oeverthey areccalled; nor can 
they, Promulge;' or Executethem when . until 
confirm d by Letters Pattents undertheGreat-Seal wich- 


out ifhcuiring the Penalty of 25- H:8.c:x g. whereby 'ris 


ſhall ppoinyige, 8d executr-any Can- 
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that in, caſe the Diſentung Manbers ſhall jnve.their 
es WARCTNET, Lafſeal, ocial, PI Nato 
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CUtION Any Cannon 3 Con ttuttons, Ol R es, Y-What 


me gr Names loevor they are calle 4; Qiznihefhere 
Jars ER al whether. 0 © went, ogr of- 


algne, vr, part Clergy, part Lay Blders, 
rted, promuſped, and put in, Executiot» 
1 divers 


ore Cleo 
who AE 
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| Repugnant tothe King's Prerog 
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(9) 
divers Rules about Matters Eccleſiaſtical, in either 
of theſe Cafes they fall within the Words of this At, 
and are lyable to the Pains: of CRY and of 
making Fine at the King's Will. 

Secondly, 1f thefe Men ſhall at any time preſume 
to make, or put in Execution any Camons or Rules 
about C i Reovencrhly O07: National Aﬀemblies, 
ſuch Rules ore notionly againſt the Kmg't Preroga- 
tve, but Contrartaet, and ant. co:the' Law and 
Statutes of thi Renta) me rhe Pain'no lefs than a 


Premunire. 


; 1n 25 8. I—Y theve' is a Proviſo againſt-all 
ſuch Cenſtirucions, Cannogs, or Roles. Itis mthefe 


| wotds: Dinner war hating Cyſnidns Condit 


tions, bon "6a ir -- — 
ne Cn Ly whip Ee be Contrariant, 02 aut 19 


EE I  imIÞ.; 
Now ag Eonvocatidh called by cheK 


au, 01 


& and.encblcd by-che>Boja/:Lacence TH pans. ee 


m Execution” fuch as are 
ate, &c. much leſs 
(Pepple do 
ri Ro _ 
cexce rnd irs Remarkidle; dt 'ewaSithe 
of .the Learned-inithe.llaw,, \Thar Na mk he A 
ſembly of 16 40. been a Convocation, the: Cannons 


then made, woold have been (according to the 
eh: 19't Vote 


may'not Tnake; 'nor 


mdy ann Allembly: of _ vULi 
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(wo) 
Pote of the enſuing Parliament ) 
mona Laws of the Realm ; and 
ingane whereby they would 


2 Premunire. 


The- Laws; of chis Land ate o Tender i in this 
Point, that «bout Church-Marters they'll not admit 
of the leaſt Uſurgution, or incraachinent on the King's 
Prerogative : For inſtance, If the: King by his Ler- 
ters Patents ſhould s one tobe « Biſhop, and 
limic che Dean and Chepter to Chooſe, and the 4rch- 
Biſhop to Conſecrate him within Twenty Days, and | 
they Act contrary to: this Limitation, do there- 
by run into the Dangers, Pains/and P. of the 
Statute of Provijors, and Promunere rande in 25 B. 3. 

. 1..a0d 16.2. co. 5. Ay, and thear Aiders, Coun- | 
flien, » and 5g "ay - incur the {ame Prncſhment 


Dh Cod tlemen t 

or put 1n Execution any > com pedo, henrny. 
Kings Prerogetive ; the fcentchereactiatbe nets 
upon it, i greater than what is done in the 
Calc aforeſaid, .end the Penalues nor irs: And if's | - 
certain, [that.all Rales made for the Calling of Are- 
waa br National . , without the! King's 
Writ, is 20 the Diſbersſoz of che-Crown. | find they, 
their 4eders PRE Las 
a Prenunire. | 


aparnft the _— 
tho: 
we gatl y rs 


f- 
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; Commun Law of this Realm ; 'as may 
Preamble of che Statute of 27 B. 3. cap.1, Furcher- 


HE OT Haas nt a7 RT AS 


| Chief Juſtior Vazghan avers, That rf Canon Law be 


—_— che appointing Of Provincial, wnd 
abouc- Chure ers, s not only 
gar, cen 


3 Prerogatrve, but at the Cs 

Laws, and _— th Real Lp wha 
aſt the Prevvgative always deem- 
Sooke matey hdmme:ie of the Land, 
as what is contrary” to-Conmen Law is alfo 
God's Law. Ley formd'n ſar leLep 
And Lrp pe Tfe, + Lep ve Dieu font tout un. The Law 
= land i faded wpon the Law of God. And, The 
Lin te Land mie ar of Ord re And 
cps 6 ren eo $og y 

1ve _—— y © the prejudice and n 
che King und of his Crown, baeto the dyſerie of oll 


his $ and co the wndeiny and defiraiFon of the 
be ſeen in the 


"_ 


amore 
Relax abour Cloſe, Provineied, ind National A 


ſembtierus 10 Matters Beck e, menoconly c & 
the [.aws of the 
Rubricks and Canons; 


cormrery tO 
\ Mok Sruruces which hee confirm d end eftabliſh d 


tho. 
That Rules os C Proveecial, ant Natio- 
al Hſſemblies, wre againſt che Cannons of 1603. is 


toogbytous and plain to be denied: And my Lord 
wade 


uch 


mede part of thr Lair. of his La 
fn Law of the Land, ond. ar well, and. by: pen 
any ther part of: the Law uf thei Land. -Edes 
&) y oh Biſhop of\ Oxford's (Cale.:: And whatever 
15 the Law; of dhe Kingdom, # 4 mwch tbe Law ar any 
thing elle the @y/d ;nfor. what 4þ haw doth wot, fuſcipere 
ALS, a1 TAP L& God 5, ;, 14.199 e1 360i 4 ZE 
»nd-the-(Gannons: of 160 3.7: are Eſtabliſhed by 
25'H:8. cap, 18 For the Corvecation is which they 
were:made, was called-by he King's #rit, and ena- 
bled by.che. King's Commiſſion tq\ entreat, make, 
and. prpmulge y ok and ,Conſticutions = ew 
were; canfirmgd by Letters-Patents under the: 
Seal... Belides, Caynons for.che fetcing up 
bhes, ec: are directly gut and repugnant nid 
the 4 of Uniforms chahe Government. of 
our; Church..is Eby, ;.,$94hat ſhould: theſe 
Gentlemen rhake any ſuch Cannons or Rules, 'ewill 
be impolhþle; for chegato Hicapg' a\Lremuicre. They 
muſt not think to.come oft by np usz : They des 
lign not"to intermedd!e, with the- Natiezal. 'Churchs 
om; ; AC 0g tg Me up an Eccleſiaſtical. Juriſdsfdiong but 
only a Brat and apuceble Correſpondence; That 
they uſe nor ip ifs 4 laſſical, Provincial, or Nati- 
onal ; Nor do they. impole. any Cannons or Conſti- 
eutions upon their Brethren : They do but ſendthem 
their Propoſals .or Methods for Regulating cheir 
CorrPonengs. To which. tis anſwered ; 


' - That 


(13) 
* #8, Thatthisisbut Proteſtatto, fatto contrario, it be- 
ing evident they deſign the Regulating ſuch Matters 
as are of Ecclefpaſtical Conuſance, as the advancing 
Religion, Unity, and Love, and the Reformation of 
Manners arc. 

2. The Project propoſed is a National Church- form, 
For in it are Cannons appointing ſtated Times for 
their ſeveral Aſſemblies, and ordaining, that they 
ſhall be made up of Miniſters and Lay-Elders; and 
that they ſhall be of three diſtin ſorts, as the Eſta- 
bliſhed Aſlemblies are ; ſo that tho' they uſe not 
the Terms Claſſical, Provincial, and National , yet 
they ſecure the T hing. 

3. Tho' they do carefully lay afide the word Claſſical, 
leſt by its uſe they ſhould frighten us, before they 
have maturated what is now in deſign ; yet have 
they ſelefted other Terms, importing Furiſdi&ion 
in uſing the word Diftri#s, into which they have 
diſtribured their ſeveral Congregations. For Diſtri- 
au eſt Tralu, in quo Dominus Vaſallos, & Tenentes 
ſuos diſtrimgere fr Juſtutte exercende in eo traftu 
facultas, Whence it 1s (tb, 2, Teudor. Tit. 54. Qui 
 allodium vendiderut diſtrictum & Juriſdiftioem Impe- 
ratoris vendere non preſumat. Belides, the Clergy 
have adopted it, and Pope Boniface in his Bull anno 
1033. has Conſecrated it, Maneantque ſub Jadicto, 
& Diſtrifu veſtre. Agreeably hereunto the leſſer 
and larger Diſtrifs are to ſend unto the General Af 

C ſembly 


EE meg pn —_— 


(14) 

ſembly in London their Delegates, ro whom they give 

in their Teſtimonials, or Dedimaz poteſtatem, or Com- 

miſſun, For Delegatue is dicitur, which for the moſt 

part in the underftanding of the Common Law, is 

as much as Delegatto with the Civilians. For Dele- 

gatia is dicitur, cut Cauſa committitur terminanda, vel 

exequenda vices delegantts repreſentans, & m Juriſdifi- 

one nihil proprium habens : The reaſon is, becauſe De- 

legatus JurtſdiFtionem non ſuo Jure, ſed alieno beneficto 

habet. They have alfo their Committees, that is, 

Perſons to whom the confideration, and ordering 

their Church Matters 1s committed , which is uſual 

in Convocations as well as Parliaments: And their 

National Aſſembly they call General Committee, per- 

haps to tell us they 1] imitate their Neighbours, and 

be as Parliamentary in their Proceedings as may be 

| and to this end, Reſolve their Aſſembly into a Com- 
' mittee of the whole Houſe : In a word, they have 
alſo a Regiſter, that is, Books, or Rolls, whetein are * 

Recorded the Proceedings of their Sprritnal Court. 

i 4. T ho' they call not cheir Propoſals by the Names 

of Conſtitutions, Cannons, or Ordmances, yet ate they 

of the ſame Nature ; and being deſigned for the re- 

gulating Matters of Eccleſiaſtical Conuſance, they 

| are within 25 H. 8. cap. 19. And it's well known, 

It that when ſeveral Pariſh Miniſters of the Puritan 

| way, had in the Reign of the Queen, their Aſſem- 

blics at Wadſworth, London, Oxford, Northamptonſhire, 

and 
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and other Places, tho' with a Proteſtation, twas only 
in Suberdination, and not in Oppofutton to the Eſta- 
bliſhed Government ; and tho' they acted with much 
greater Caution than theſe Gentlemen, (if they go on 
with their Proje&t ) do, yet could they not eſcape 
Impriſonment and Ruine : And it. muſt be confeſſed, 
that the Methods taken by the Popes to ger their 
Decrees received by the Engliſh Church, was by 
Cloathing 'em under ſoft Names, and modeſt Terms, 
ſuch as Rogationes ; which they intreated us for the 
promoting of Holineſs to ſubmit unto. 

Once more, the Statutes of Proviſors are ſo ſtrictly 
penned againſt Offenders, that che laying aſide the 
Common Terms in uſe amongſt Eccleſtaſticks, and 
taking up new ones, cannot Skreen them from the 
Pains and Dangers of a Premunire. For they do ex- 
tend, not only to Uſurpations and Incroachments 
made on the Royal Power by Papiſts, but toall Per- 
ſons whatſoever (as my Lord Covk faith) of what 
Quality or Sex ſoever ; The wotds be, If any. 

2, To all Courts of what Juriſdiction ſoever, 
or whether holden by Reght, or by Wrong ; the word 
alibi, is of a large Extent, ſo large you ſee, as to 
take in theſe Gentlemens ſtated Aſſemblies for Re- 
formation of Abuſes, &c. 

3. To all Things whatſoever, Where any thing ; 
which words are as general as can be, ec: 


3. There 
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3. There are ſome Circumſtances affeting the 
Convocation of 1640. Which may juſtly frighten theſe 
Gentlemen from having any hand in ſuch a Project : 
For its certain that this Conyocation was called by 
the Kings Writ ; That as ſoon as they aſſembled, the 
Archbiſhop produced a Commiſſion under the Great 
Seal, by Authority whereof they might, according 
to 25 H, $, cap. 19. propoſe, entreat, conſult, and agree 
on what Orders, Cannons, or Conſtuutions they ſhould 
judge meer, keeping within the Limitations of the 
ſaid Statute: And when they had Enacted their 
Cannons, and had the Royal Confirmation by Let- 
ters Patents under the Great Seal, yet were they Vo- 
red by the Houſe of Commons in the following 
Parliament, to be againſt the Fundamental Laws of the 
Realm, againſt the King s Prerogative, Property of the 
Subje&, the Right of Parliament, and to tend to Faftion 
and Sedition, 

The Reaſons of this Vote were many, ſome of 
which were : 1. That upon the Diſſolution of the 
Parliament the Convocation was determined ; and 
what Cannons or Rules ſoever are made in an Aſſem- 
bly not Called by the King's Writ, are againſt the 
Prerogative Royal, and ſuch are the Crafeal Pso- 
Tircial, and National Meeting s of cheſe Diſſenters, | 

2. The Cannons then enaCted were againſt ſome 
Rubricks in the Service Book, and contrary unto ſome 
of the XXXI1X Articles, which 1s as true of thofe 
| Rules 
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Rules in the Diſlenters _ For contrary to 
y 


the Eſtabliſhed Government by Biſhops, Archbiſhops, 
&c. They have ſet up a National Church Govern- 
ment*by Minifters, and Lay-Elders in their various 
Meetings, ut ſupra. 

This brief y cel may ſhew chem what appear- 
ance of Law this Convocation of 1640. and the 
Cannons then made, had : And yet for the Reaſons 
aforeſaid, the Clergy who aCted therein, did then, 
as was Voted by that Parliament ( we may call 
Whiggiſh ) fall into the Pains and Dangers of a Pre- 
munzre, as is tothis Day the Opinion ot our Learned 
and Reverend Fudges, and other great Lawyers in 
Weſtminſter-ball. . 

How much rather then may they be ſuppoſed to 
incur the ſame Penalties, who ſhall come to a Gene- 
ral Meeting that is not called by the King's Writ ; 
ee on Rules about Church-matters without the Roy- 
al Licence ; and tho they have not Letters Patents un- 
der the Great Seal for their Confirmation, promulge, 
and execute them, ſome of which are againſt the 
Rubricks, Articles, and Cannons by Law Eſtabliſhed. 

4. This Project, altho' in its appearance, and trueſt 
Completion doth moſt reſemble che late National 
Church-form amongſt the French Hugonots, which was 
granted them by ſundry Bdi&s, yet they were never 
ſo bold as to ordain, and appoint National Aſſemblies 
at any time, but when Licenſed by their Kings ; and 

D more 
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more than ſeventy years by-gone, 'twas ordained by 
Letters Patents, and verified in the Court of Parlia- 
ment, That in all Aſlemblics of che King's Subjects 
of the Reformed Religion, one of his Majefties Of- 
ficers, being of the ſame Religion, ſhould affiſt in 
Perſon, and ſee that nothing ſhould be propounded 
and handled among(t chem, but ſuch Matters as were 
permitted by his Edicts, 

The French Kings were fo very Jealous of their 
Clergy leſt chey ſhould incroach upon the Rega/z a, 
that they would never ſuffer them of the Romiſh Fatth 
ro come together, but when called by Authority of 
the King ; and when allembled divers Tilt or Capt- 
twla, containing Directions how to. proceed, and 
what to enter upon, were ſent to em z: whereupon 
the Clergy when alſembled, did in their Synedical 
Epiſtles, aſſure their Prince, that they aCted Secun- 
dum Toluntatis veſire conſultationem, &> Titulos quos de- 
diftts, 

T his was not a PraCtice only in the Gaflicaz, but 
long before in che Catholick Church, For Dronyfaur 
Comes was ſent by Conſtantmne to: the Councib at 
Tre, Ut Animadverſor eſſet, & Cuſios Conſervande 
Faquabilitatis, & Ordinis, Candidianur was ſent by 
T heodoſtus upon the ſame Score to the Epbefine:Synod. 

If chen neither Proteſtant, nor Papiſt, nor the 
Modern, nor Ancient Clergy could: hold a General 
Aljembly, unleſs called by the Kng's Writ, nor en- 
cer 


eat 


ter upon any Buſineſs concerning the State of the 
Church, without the King's Licence, and certain 
Capitula, or an {nimadverſor of the Kings and Em- 
perors Appointment, How is it that theſe Difſent+ 
without either Summons or Licence, without 
an Animadverſor or Capitula, dare appoint Stated, 
Provincial , and National Aſſemblies, and frame 
Rules and Cannons in prejudice to the King, and - 
his Crown, and. contrartant, and repugnant to the 
Cuſtoms, Laws, and Statutes of this Realm 2 


SIR 

What 1 have thus briefly offer'd to prove the 
Illegality of this Project, and the Danger of putting 
what 1s yet but in Deſwgn, into 48, or Execution, 
may ſatisfie you, that the Uttermoſt the unquier 
Party among, the Diſlenters can do, is to m 
the True Sons of our Holy Mother the Church of 
England, to take heed, That whulſt Liberty 1s 
given to the Conſciencious amongſt them, the L:- 
centious be not ſufferd to Undermine and Subvert 
the National Eſtabliſhment, as this Proje&t muſt 
needs do, if They meer not with a timely Check, 
by putting the ſaid Laws in Execution againſt thoſe 
I1l-deſigning, diſcontented Gentlemen, as ſoon as 
ever they ſhall be guilty of the firſt Breach, which 
their bare Aſſembling in order to the Ripening this 
Project will apparently be, and expoſe all con- 
cernd 
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inflicted on fuch. 'Bold -Undertakers, as can Con- * 
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